
                                                        The The The The Congregator:Congregator:Congregator:Congregator:            Home Home Home Home Valentine  EditionValentine  EditionValentine  EditionValentine  Edition    
    Hudsonville Congregational United Church of Christ -  February  2021    

 

    FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK – And just like that we are entering our 11
th
 month of virtual worship.  It 

seemed to me that 2020 would never end, but January seemed to just fly by.  But we are still here and we are still 

serving and praising our God who continues to walk with us through the snowy valleys and beside frozen-over 

ponds.  Thank you so much to all of you who continue to read the newsletters, who continue to send in your 

donations, and who continue to pray and work for our community and world.  We continue to be salt and light for 

our neighbors, many of whom could really use the support right now.  Please remember to take your Sabbath rest.  

The stress levels during this time of pandemic wear on us all.  It is important for us to take care of ourselves as 

best we can.     

The numbers of daily new cases of Covid in Ottawa County have been coming down a bit compared to 

November.  Average daily numbers now are between 75-100 which is down from the 400+ per day in November.  

In January, we passed 20,000 total cases in Ottawa County since we started counting in March of 2020, and there 

have been over 300 deaths.  We continue to follow the Council approved 45 day rule of not having in-person 

worship until 45 consecutive days of daily new cases being ten or lower in our area.  This means that we will 

probably not have in-person worship until mid March at this point and that is only if the numbers drop now and 

stay down.  But we are also seeing vaccinations begin to be distributed in our area.  I am aware of at least five 

church members who have had at least the first dosage.  So this is good news.  Let us be hopeful that people 

continue to get vaccinated so that the numbers will go down and stay down so that we may return to in-person 

worship when it is safe to do so.   

Until then, thank you for watching our worship services online.  “See” you there!                  – Pastor Dan 

 

COVID 19 Testing: In December, we began a partnership with NxGen Mdx that conducts national covid 

testing.  They offer free testing which has been a blessing for the members of the community that have taken 

advantage of this offer.  Sadly, though, not enough people stopped in to receive the free testing so later in 

February, they will be closing the testing site here at the church.  Their other locations were seeing 100+ people 

per day for testing but at our site they were seeing 100 people per week.  They did stress to me that the numbers 

of COVID are higher than the rest of the State.  Ottawa County is testing at 23% positive right now.  So we need 

to continue to wear our masks and get vaccinated when the opportunity arises.  Their schedule for February will 

continue to be as below until they let us know when they plan to stop: 

 

Monday:  9:30am-5:30pm 

Tuesday:  9:30am-5:30pm 

Thursday: Noon-7pm 

Friday:     9:30am-5:30pm 

Saturday: 9:30am-5:30pm 

 

They will have the Gym, Commons, and bathrooms cleaned professionally at their expense.  People will only 

come in through the front door, get tested in the Gym, and exit out the front door.  Only testers will have access to 

the bathrooms.  While the rental is a blessing for us, we hope that the vaccine distribution continues and we pray 

for an end to this pandemic for everyone’s benefit.   

 

LENTEN UPDATE: Due to COVID, we will not be having a traditional Ash Wednesday service this year.  We 

may find other ways to mark the beginning of this penitent season, but we will not be imposing ashes this year. 



RAISE THE ROOF!  As you may know, our Sanctuary turns 51 this year.  Our predecessors built a strong and 

distinguished roof that has lasted for decades.  Now it is the time to take the appropriate steps for our roof to last 

decades more into the future.  Exciting news is coming!  Let’s prepare to raise the roof as we continue our 

ongoing ministries and provide an extravagant welcome for all! 

 
KEEP THE FIRE BURNING! Towards the end of 2020, our church 

was notified that we were being gifted from the estate of longtime 

member Eileen Cory. The gift was extended for us to use at our discretion 

but we were also told that Eileen had always thought a nice fireplace 

would add to the warm and welcoming atmosphere of our Commons. The 

Council approved the purchase of a small electric fireplace from that gift 

and it is ready to welcome all as soon as we are able to re-open the 

building. We are ever grateful for Eileen’s generosity and dedication to 

the life of our church.  
 

Grand West Association Church of the Month:  Of our 27 UCC churches and agencies in our Grand 

West Association, this month we will pray for Big Rapids UCC.  Let us remember Big Rapids’ mission and 

ministry in our prayers for February.  

 

THE LATEST AND GREATEST FROM YOUR MISSION TEAM! 

 
HAND2HAND:  Things are always changing with our H2H ministry - the pantry looks full, 

now it's empty, children come, and leave our program. always something.  We have had 2 

children leave us this past week and a new one come into the program keeping, us  at 47 

students to feed.  The one constant is our commitment to help these children and their 

families and make their lives a little easier.  We can continue to do this because of  your commitment to us as 

shown in your donations of food and money and your prayers.  We are continually amazed and grateful to you.  

For February we hope to collect granola bars, microwave popcorn, and cans of frosting (for our birthday bags).  

We continue to need those basics we asked for in January (peanut butter, soup, tuna, chicken, and rice or pasta 

type dinners) as these are basic to our weekly backpacks.   The blue bucket is at the back door and is emptied 

daily.  Thanks for your help.  We are looking forward to a great new year! 

                   --Sandy Lyon and Your Mission Board 

 

TREASURY UPDATE  
 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support. With your help 2020 was a successful year despite 

everything we endured. Annual giving statements were mailed in the last week of January. If you have a question 

about your report, please reach out to me and we can work to correct it. As we figured out how to worship at 

home this year, our giving habits changed as well. Increased use of online giving helped people continue to give 

even when we were not together. While total income for the church was down slightly from last year, the total we 

got from offering actually increased and total giving increased. The cost of using paypal and givelify was more 

than offset by gifts from people outside the church or people who gave more regularly through the websites. We 

cannot predict what will happen in 2021, but I know through the continued generosity of all of us, we will have 

another great year. 

 

Ever grateful, 

David Bendert,  HUCC Treasurer 



Please Pray 

Active Prayers:  Paul Kunde, Judd Newenhouse, Kendra Simon and all affected by the coronavirus.   

Continual Prayers: Betty Baareman, George Drayton, Joan Edson, Polly Lowing, Delores Wheelock 

 

Please let the church office know either if you would not like to be listed here or if you would like to be listed 

here and are not.  Please keep all of these folks in your prayers 

 

OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND!  One of the things I love about our church is how active and involved we are as 

a church body. Without all of us working together, the life of this church would quickly grind to a halt. So, a 

massive thank you to all who have served this past year, and all who are already signed up to serve this coming 

year. We still have some openings left on the official teams listed below, so if there is anything that lines up with 

your skills and interests please reach out and we can get you plugged in. Even beyond that, if there is a skill you 

have that you think could benefit the church - even if it doesn't fit into one of these categories - please reach out, 

we'd love to have you!  

Christian Ed team 

Finance team 

Worship team 

Congregational Activities team 

Tech team 

                                                                                                                                 --Aron Duby, Church Moderator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
SHHHHHH….Polly Lowing will celebrate her 95th birthday on MARCH 17.  Her family thinks it would be 

nice if the Church Family could send birthday cards to her (as a surprise).  She can see well enough to be able 

to read them and would enjoy them. Let’s all help this lovely lady celebrate 95 years and more to come! 
 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR:  The Short Form 

 
2/7    - Worship 10am online  

2/14  - Worship 10am online  (Virtual Council Meeting to follow over virtual coffee.  Virtual Valentine’s 

Greetings may also be extended.) 

2/21 – Worship 10 am online   

2/28  - Worship 10am online  

 

• You can view all previous services online at facebook.com/hudsonvilleucc/live. 

• You can also find services and Sunday School lessons at https://www.hudsonvilleucc.org 

Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
2/2     Paul Kunde 2/16   Ellianne Ferguson 2/6     Scott & Lisa Merchant 

2/2     Terry Slagter 2/22   Joe Perrin 2/11   Dan & Melissa Huisman 

2/4     Ashlyn O’Hair 2/22   Kristine Roberson  

2/6     Cathy Hogle 2/22   Kevin Boggs  

2/7     Nels DeVries 2/25   Howard Perrin  

2/9     Ellie Korienek 2/25   Dick Van Dyk  

2/12   Kathy VanderMarkt 2/28   Kristy Ranta  

2/12   Keegan Korienek   



ADULT DISCIPLINE OPPORTUNITIES:  For the month of February our book study on Jim Antal’s book 

Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work for Change continues. Climate change is a 

justice issue that impacts and intensifies all forms of injustice, including hunger, immigration, and racism. We are 

exploring what it means as a people of faith to be good stewards of our plant and to bear witness to God’s 

creation. What is the role of the church in all of this? Join us on Tuesday evenings at 7pm for an online 

discussion. All are welcome to participate even if you’ve not had an opportunity to read the book. If you are 

interested in participating and to receive a meeting link, please contact Pastor Jeff at 

pastorjeff@hudsvonvilleucc.org. 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17
th
, 2021. The season of Lent is a 40-day period (not counting 

Sundays) of spiritual reflection and preparation for Easter. Many Christians will often fast or give something up 

during this time to reflect on Christ’s sacrifice. This year we invite you to consider building time in for prayer and 

reflection. To assist you with this we will be providing various methods that go beyond traditional devotionals to 

help you connect to and grow in your relationship with God that are unique to your temperament. More 

information will follow in our weekly email, on our Facebook page and on our website. Please contact Pastor Jeff, 

if you have any questions. 
 

 

CHURCH CONTACT 

Phone 616-669-1295    The Rev. Dan Furman and the Rev. Jeff Vedders 
Web Site: hudsonvilleucc.org    E-Mail hudsonvilleucc@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page for updates -- Follow us on Instagram @ hudsonville_ucc 
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