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      Pastor Dan’s Reflections 
Let me begin by inviting you to get the vaccine if you have not yet done so.  Both Katrina and I have received the 
vaccine with little side effects.  The fact that half the country has received at least one dose safely proves that the 
vaccine is safe and that the sooner we are vaccinated the sooner we can return to some kind of normal, including 
in-person worship and the use of our building again.    

This month, we will celebrate the Christian season of Pentecost, the birth of the church.  Hopefully, with 
more people getting vaccinated, the Covid numbers will drop and we can celebrate the rebirth of our in-person 
worship as a church again.  We have learned a vital lesson this year, which is that we will continue to provide all 
of our worship services online from now on--both for people to watch later if they need to, but also for several 
folks who watch every week from other states.  And for any who feel safer watching worship from home, we will 
continue to live-stream all of our worship services.  As we enter into this season of rebirth, let us continue to pray 
for anyone who is affected by the coronavirus, let us pray for all medical teams and first responders, and let us 
pray for an end to this pandemic and a return to a sense of normalcy. Thank you for your continued prayers and 
financial support.  

Raise the Roof 
Two months into our Raise the Roof campaign to replace the 50+ year old sanctuary roof, we are pleased to 
announce that we have raised $45,000!!  Thanks to our generous church family who is matching every dollar 
donated, we now just need $10,000 more to complete our fundraising campaign.  To all who have already made 
your donation, thank you!  If you have not yet made a donation, please consider a gift that feels good to you for 
this important next step in the life of our sanctuary, so that we may continue to provide a safe and sacred place of 
praise and affirmation for generations to come.  You may mail your check to the church or give online at 
give.hudsonvilleucc.org, or you may go to our website: www.hudsonvilleucc.org and give on PayPal by clicking 
on the donate button. Together, we will raise the roof! 
                                                                      

                                                                       Sabbatical 2021 
Let’s try this again.  Part of my call agreement as Senior Pastor includes a three-month sabbatical every five years 
where I take time away from my normal pastoral responsibilities to explore new avenues for our church and for 
me personally to grow.  It is both a time of replenishment and challenge.  Two years ago, Council approved my 
request in my fifth year for my sabbatical to happen in the summer of my sixth year.  But then COVID happened, 
and I decided to suspend my sabbatical until it was safe to travel.  It seems now, with the vaccine being widely 
distributed not only locally but nationwide, that 2021 will afford me the opportunity to travel.   
  My plan at this time is to be away from June 14 until September 14, returning to the office on September 
15.  All aspects of my job will be met while I am away: from day to day office work, to scheduling renters, to 
checking emails and phone messages.  Supply preachers will be scheduled along with Pastor Jeff’s normal 
preaching schedule.  Pastoral care will be offered by local UCC clergy and/or Pastor Jeff.   
  For my sabbatical, I plan to travel to parts of the civil rights trail: Selma, Birmingham, Memphis, and 
Atlanta.  I also hope to visit the African-American and Native-American museums in Washington DC if they are 

open.  I also plan to study colonialism at places such as Williamsburg and/or Monticello.  This sabbatical is 
designed to play a significant role in my ongoing classwork with the Lancaster Theological Seminary for my 
Doctorate of Ministry degree.  My next classes for my Spring semester begin in April and will conclude in early 
June.  Your prayers of support are invited and welcomed.                                                  
 

Grand West Association Church of the Month:  Of our 27 UCC churches and agencies in our Grand 

West Association, this month we will pray for Douglas UCC.  Let us remember their mission and ministry in our 
prayers for May.  



Christian Education:  Though we are not yet back to worshipping in person, we know that those days will be 

coming.  We are taking every precaution to protect the health of our children, members, and friends.  So far we 
have been offering our education via social media.  When we return to in-person worship, we will be looking for 
volunteers to help with our children on Sunday mornings. Do you love kids?  Can you spare some time once per 
month to be shared with another church member during our Sunday school time with our kids?  If so, please call 
the church office and leave a message letting us know of your interest.  Someone from our CE team will call you 
back.  Our church number is 669-1295.  Thanks!   
 

Adult Discipleship: I’d like to invite you to a new discussion group called Bible and Coffee meeting after 

worship on Sunday at 11:30am. We’ll be discussing topics related to the Bible and scripture. Feel free to bring 
any questions you may have about the Bible. Click on the link below. Please contact me with any questions – 
pastorjeff@hudsonville.ucc.org.  See you there!                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                   --Pastor Jeff 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81728091551... 

Meeting ID: 817 2809 1551 

Passcode: 841202 
 

HAND2HAND:  With May quickly approaching, it's time to begin closing down our 

Hand2Hand pantry for the summer months.  It's been quite a year.  When we began in the fall, 
there were many concerns about how we were going to get the food to the children, where we 
were going to get enough food without our annual food drive at the Family Fare, and how this 

whole thing was going to work in a time of lockdowns.   Thanks to the steadfast support of the congregation and 
Church friends, our pantry always had enough and we were able to serve the 43 to 48 students and families 
depending on us.   Your donations of food and funds kept us going, and we are ending the year with reserves to 
start us off in the fall.    I'm so grateful for all of you!   We will still be accepting your donations throughout the 
summer months of items which have EXPIRATION DATES AFTER OCTOBER.  Any items with earlier 
expirations will be donated to other food pantries so they will not go to waste.    I am so grateful to belong to such 

a generous, caring, and supportive congregation.  I and the children of South cannot thank you enough.     
                                                                                                           --Sandy Lyon and Your Mission Board 

 

A Report from Your Treasurer:  Thank you for your support in the first quarter of the year. Your gifts 

through the first three months have exceeded last year! Further, your support for the Raise the Roof Fundraiser 
has exceeded all expectations. That being said - there is always work still to do. Repairs to the building sprinkler 
system and heating and cooling systems have left us with outstanding bills that need to be paid. We are ever 
grateful for all of your gifts big and small. If you are able to make an extra donation to help us keep current on our 
bills we would appreciate it.                                                                                  –David Bendert, Treasurer 

 

Please Pray 

Active Prayers:   Judd Newenhouse, Kendra Simon, Kevin Boggs, and all affected by the coronavirus.   
Continual Prayers: Betty Baareman, George Drayton, Joan Edson, Paul Kunde, Delores Wheelock 
 
With sadness we report the death of Margaret Patmos' mother Barbara Murray. Please remember the Murray 

and Patmos families in your prayers. 

 
 
Please let the church office know either if you would not like to be listed here or if you would like to be listed here 

and are not.  Please keep all of these folks in your prayers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

May CALENDAR:  The Short-ish Form 

 
 
5/2  - Worship 10am online 

5/4  -  Election (school millage vote)  

5/9  - Worship 10am online 

5/11 - Mission Team 6:30pm 

5/13 - Craft Show Team 5:30pm 

5/16 - Worship 10 am online  (Virtual Council Meeting 11:30am-- BYO virtual coffee.) 

5/23 - Worship 10 am online (Pentecost) 

5/30 - Worship 10 am online (Memorial Day Weekend) 

 

• You can view all previous services online at facebook.com/hudsonvilleucc/live. 

• You can also find services and Sunday School lessons at https://www.hudsonvilleucc.org 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 Craft Show 2021 is a go!  Vendors have been notified and most who had 
signed up last year have signed up again for this year.  It will still be a 
socially distant event, but we are moving forward with our plans 
including food trucks.  We will again have our church sales area, formerly 
named Grandma’s Attic selling donated clothing, toys, furniture and 
whatever else you would like to donate that is in good condition.  Start 

setting these gems and household future treasures aside so that you can bring it to the church as soon as 
we open the building to be sold and raise money for our building fund.  All proceeds from the craft show 
go to our building fund. See you in September! 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
5/1     Evan Veddders 5/13   Susan VorenKamp 5/12   Joe & Kim Perrin 

5/2     Brock Kleinheksel 5/18   Tom Vruggink 5/17   Gary & Kathy Simmons 

5/3     Jackson Leshan 5/19   Clayton Hill 5/20   Chris & Ann Winkle 

5/4     Aron Duby 5/22   Matt Ferguson 5/31   Jim & Kendra Simon 

5/4     Ian Stamm 5/23   Lisa Merchant  

5/7     Kim Kotowski 5/24   Larry Byle  

5/10   Troy Overbeek 5/24   Cindy Vedders  

5/12   Kate Carlson 5/28   Alec Vieau  

5/12   Katrina Furman 5/30   Nancy Mack  

5/13   Zach Overbeek 5/30   Brittany Kleinheksel  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH CONTACT 
Phone 616-669-1295    The Rev. Dan Furman and the Rev. Jeff Vedders 

Web Site: hudsonvilleucc.org    E-Mail hudsonvilleucc@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page for updates -- Follow us on Instagram @ hudsonville_ucc 
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