
The The The The Congregator:Congregator:Congregator:Congregator:        (really) (really) (really) (really) SPRINGSPRINGSPRINGSPRING    EditionEditionEditionEdition    
Hudsonville Congregational United Church of Christ   May 2018    

 

From the Pastor’s Desk – 
Grand West Association Spring Meeting:  Twice per year, the Grand West Association gathers to worship 

together, to focus on topics that help us grow in line with our Christian perspective, and to decide on budgetary 
items and elected officials.  Our church has the pleasure of hosting the Spring meeting of the Association which 
will take place on Sunday, May 6 in the afternoon.  Registration is $10 and doors open at 2:30pm.  There will be 
no business session for this meeting.  Our purpose for gathering will be to discuss aging.  Our guest speaker is 
Beth Long-Higgins from the United Church Homes, a national group of UCC affiliated senior living residences.  
Representatives from Pilgrim Manor in Grand Rapids will also be here.  Come if you have questions about 
services for the elderly and aging.  Our church will then host a dinner afterwards.  We are expecting 50-75 in 
attendance.  This is an opportunity to see folks from the churches we pray for every Sunday.  Hope to see you!  

All for Love and Love for All:  In February, a middle-school girl from Jenison was told by a teacher that 

she could not wear a Gay Pride t-shirt in class.  Two weeks later, the school changed their policy to allow it.  The 
girl’s parents decided to have a celebration for their daughter and our church is going to be their venue.  This is a 
success story.  Did you know that at just one location in Grand Rapids, an organization called HQ,  200 LGBT 
homeless youth drop in each week to try to figure out how to survive on their own after their parents have evicted 
them, some as young as 14 years old?  
On Saturday, May 19 from 1 - 4pm our church will host an event called All For Love and Love For All.  This will 
be an opportunity for this family along with other LGBT and straight ally youth and people of all ages to show 
their support.  Funding for this event has been covered by grants from Douglas UCC near Saugatuck, Out On The 
Lakeshore (an LGBT non-profit organization in Holland that Pastor Dan chairs), and church members. HQ will 
also be here to share their resources. 

Calling All Graduates:  Calling all graduates from high school and college. Please let the church know who is 

graduating and from which school. We would like to recognize our graduates in worship on Sunday, June 3. 
Open House Season: ‘Tis the season for open houses for our high school and college graduates.  The church 

has already booked two and we are happy to book more if you or someone you love is looking for a great venue!   

And Speaking of Open Houses: Katrina Furman is graduating this Spring from Grand Valley State 

University with a Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology.  She and Pastor Dan will host an Open House at their home 

on Sunday, June 10 from 2-5pm.  Drop by to see their 118 year old farmhouse.  Save the date now.  More info in 

the June newsletter. 

Wednesday Worship:  Join us for Evening Vespers on Wednesdays at 7pm.  The purpose of this worship 

service is to seek a peaceful connection with God at the end of the day.  We will gather for prayer, Scripture, 
silence, and song.  We gather in the Music Room.  Hope to see you there. 

Grand West Association Church of the Month:  Of our 26 UCC churches in our Grand West 

Association, this month we will pray for St. Paul’s UCC in Grand Haven.  Let us remember their mission and 
ministry in our prayers for May. 

Altar Flowers: Would you like to have flowers in worship to honor a celebration in your life or to remember a 

loved one?  If so, simply select a date from those available on the poster on the bulletin board near the coat room, 
write the occasion on the date you would like, fill out a form on the nearby table, return the form to the church 
office with $20 and it is as simple as that!  Done and done! 

We’ve Been Recognized!  This week we were recognized by the UCC as the 1452nd Open & Affirming 

Church. Visit Open and Affirming Coalition for more information. 
 



WE’RE ON A MISSION! WE’RE ON A MISSION! WE’RE ON A MISSION! WE’RE ON A MISSION!  

TIME FOR SOME CHANGE!  Our next Noisy Sunday will be April 29.  Start tossing your change 

in your favorite collecting jar and get ready to make some noise for Missions! 

SAVE THE DATE FOR MAY 6 - HUNGER WALK 2018 -- The Mission Team will once again be 

looking at walking and sponsoring walkers for this year's ACCESS of West Michigan's Hunger Walk. The walk 
will be held Sunday, May 6 starting at 1:30 pm at Park Church in Grand Rapids. Monies raised will be used for 
the ACCESS of West Michigan food pantries. You are invited to participate in the Hunger Walk or sponsor a 
walker (or both!) 
FEEDING AMERICA FOOD DISTRIBUTION THURSDAY, MAY 31 - 5 TO 8 PM! 
The Mission Team will be in need of volunteers for the next Feeding America Food Distribution on Thursday, 
May 31 from 5 pm to 8 pm. A sign-up sheet will be on the Welcome Desk closer to the event.  
MISSION TEAM LOOKING FOR KIDS HOPE DIRECTOR:  In 2000, our Church began a program 

called Kids Hope which was developed by Virgil Gulker under the direction of International Aide.  During the 
late 1990s there was a lot of concern about the number of children who were identified as "at risk" for not 
reaching their potential.  Virgil was asked to find out why this was happening and what could be done to turn this 
around.  He spent a year researching and studying the problem including interviewing everyone from principals, 
to teachers, to children, to psychiatrists, social workers, prison guards, wardens, prison inmates and 
policemen.  Everything he learned and heard lead him to the conclusion that every child needs someone in their 
life to work with, encourage and mentor them.  For many reasons, many children do not have this.  From this was 
born Kids Hope, a mentoring program which matches one Church with one local elementary school, one mentor 
with  one child for one hour a week. 
     After a 2 year trial program in some Holland schools, Kids Hope began, and our Church enthusiastically joined 
the program.  Our church was matched with South Elementary.  Our first year we had 7 mentors which soon grew 
to 18.  The mentors met with their "child" to help with school work, but more importantly to listen to, encourage, 
have fun, and build a relationship with their child.  It's hard to believe just one hour a week could make such a 
difference!  All the research showed Kids Hope mentors were changing children's lives (as well as their 
own).   Kids Hope grew from a local start to programs around the state, to around the country, to around the 
world. 
     We have had a Kids Hope program for the past 18 years.  We have done a lot of good at our local school, 
which we are very proud of.  However, this past year we have not had a director to guide and grow our 
program.  The Mission Board is faced with the difficult decision of should we continue to be a Kids Hope 
Church?  We would like your input.  
     The Mission Team would like to find someone interested and available to be trained as a director.  (It's not as 
hard as you may think!)  The director needs to be available during school hours to interface with the school 
principal and staff as well as mentor a child.  Mentors also need to commit to one hour a week to meet with a 
child during school hours.  Mentors also receive training. If anyone is interested in becoming the Kids Hope 
Director or if you have additional questions, please see Sandy Lyon or Kathy Simmons. 

HAND2HAND:  “You open your hands and satisfy the desires of every living thing” Psalm 45:6  

Thanks to your generosity, we now have all the donations we need to finish this school year's back packs and 
birthday bags for the kids at South.  You have been SO supportive of H2H this year. The pantry has been well 
supplied. We greatly appreciate your help. 
     To help the congregation feel a closer connection to the children we help in H2H, we will be featuring one 
child and their family each week to be lifted up in prayer.  Many of these children and families have no one 
praying for them. H2H is God inspired and prayer driven.  We have receive so many examples of God's love and 
care for these precious children as prayer effects their lives.  Please help us use the power of prayer to make an 
even bigger difference in our kids' lives. 

BE THE CHANGE!  Don’t forget to bring dipes and wipes and place them in the box in the Commons Area to 

be distributed through the Nestlings Diaper Bank to little baby bottoms in need of that dry and happy feeling.    



And Now A Word From Your Moderator... 

 
Friends,  
 
     At the end of April we experienced a temporary loss of power due to an unpaid bill. The bill was paid in full 
using the money collected on Sunday April 22nd. Unfortunately Head Start was forced to cancel two days as we 
worked to get the power restored.  Ultimately the reason the bill was not paid was because we did not have 
enough money to pay this bill on time. There were other contributing factors though, that led to this situation. The 
most prominent being the cancellation of church on April 15th. This bill was due in the week after that Sunday 
and with a normal offering we would have been able to pay the bill. We often have cash flows problems at the end 
of the quarter because of the larger mortgage payments that are due then. The missed offering made these issues 
worse. As a rule we have prioritized the mortgage payments first and salaries second with utilities right behind. 
Unfortunately in this case the well was dry before all of our obligations were met.  
     An obvious question to ask is if our recent decisions to publicly declare our open and affirming stance 
contributed to the problem. This is a difficult thing to isolate. Giving is down slightly this year over last year but 
there are contributing factors outside of the O&A stance such as the loss of members through death and regular 
attrition. Additionally, the increase in visitors has proven to be financially beneficial. I am personally committed 
to being a welcoming congregation to those that are cast out of other churches and fervently believe that in the 
end we will prosper as a congregation for this stance.  
      For me this highlights the challenges many in our community face due to poverty. It is stressful when there 
are more bills to pay than money available to pay them and it is sad that some people have to choose between 
paying a bill and buying food or medicine. Let us continue to pray to find ways to help those around us in 
whatever ways we can. 
      If you have more questions about the church finances please do not hesitate to ask. Your continued support of 
our congregation is deeply appreciated. Together we are able to do more than we can alone and with the surety of 
the grace provided by our  God in heaven we will continue to spread the good news here in Hudsonville. 
 
David Bendert 
Moderator/Treasurer 
 

Prayer Page 

Active Prayers: Sherry Todd and Ralph Serum, who is under Hospice care.                                  

Continual Prayers: Jack and Eva Blair, Harriet Bricker, Eileen Cory, George Drayton, Mamie Jean 

Eden, Mavis (Toots) Emelander, Jeanne Haynor, Paul and Joyce Kunde, Mary Lee Serum, Marcella 

Stoepker, and Eldy Vogelaar. 

Please let the church office know if you would not like to be listed here (but are) or if you would like to be listed 

here (but are not).  Please keep all of these folks in your prayers. 

 

About those prophets...Beginning Sunday, April 22, there will be a 6-week class “Embracing the Prophets 

in Contemporary Culture.” This will be a combination of video, followed by discussion. Each session will be 
between 60 and 90 minutes and will be held in the parlor after worship at approximately 11:30am. 
     We will be studying the Old Testament prophets and how they speak to our current American culture. Topics 
include reclaiming the prophetic messages of distributive justice, nonviolence, loss, and hope. The video series 
and materials were developed by Walter Brueggemann, arguably America’s leading Old Testament scholar and 
theologian.  
      Please contact Pastor Jeff for more information.  It’s not too late to join in! 



SOOOOOOO MANY OPPORTUNITIES!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

Church Treasurer:   Contact Pastor Dan or David Bendert 
 
Sound Board and/or Power Point Operator:  Contact Pat Hall, Pastor Dan, or Ruth Lee 
 
Nursery Caregivers:  Contact Ruth Lee 
 
Greeters:  Contact Ann Martin 
 
Coffee Hosts:  Contact Brenda Stilwill or Sue Dykstra (though they’d be happy to turn the sign-up board over 
to another volunteer!) 
 

SERIOUSLY, WE NEED YOU.  PLEASE VOLUNTEER. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                  Happy May Birthday!                                       Happy Anniversary!                   
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CHECK YOUR INBOX!  We are starting a weekly email update that will provide upcoming 
announcements, events, and devotionals. If you are receiving the Congregator via email, you should 

get the email update each Friday. If you would like to be added to the list, please feel free to reach out to Pastor 
Jeff (jeff@vedders.com) or Pastor Dan (hudsonvilleuccpastor@yahoo.com) and we will add you. 
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CHURCH CONTACT 
Phone 616-669-1295    The Rev. Dan Furman and the Rev. Jeff Vedders 

Web Site: hudsonvilleucc.org    E-Mail hudsonvilleucc@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page for updates 
Follow us on Instagram @ hudsonville_ucc 



 

 

 


