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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK – 
     Greetings.  As I write these words, it has been eleven weeks, two and a half months, since we have last gathered as a 
church for public worship, and yet we are still here, in new ways, sharing our mission and ministry with our community.   
 At our online Council meeting in May, we decided to take the advice from the United Church of Christ with 

regard to when and how to consider re-opening the building. The suggested guidelines are in a series of phases.   

• Phase 1, stay home and stay safe to slow the spread of the virus, online worship only, online meetings only, 

church office and building closed.   

• Phase 2, after 14 consecutive days of decreasing numbers of new cases and deaths in your area, and after a 

thorough cleaning of the building, allow no more than 10 people inside the building at the same time while still 

requiring masks and social distancing, continue online worship, online meetings only, church office closed. 

Building to be sanitized each time after more than three people in the building at any one time. 

• Phase 3, after one month of consecutive days of decreasing number of new cases and deaths in our area, allow no 

more than 25 people in the sanctuary for worship, continue providing online worship especially for vulnerable 

church attenders, one family per pew, every other pew, face masks required for all who enter the building, no 

singing in worship, no passing the peace, no shaking hands, no children’s moment up front, no offering plate 

usage (donations would be placed in a container before or after worship), no communion unless we can come up 

with a safe way for people to bring their own bread and cup, no bulletins, no greeters, no Sunday school, no 

nursery, no coffee hour or food served after worship, no in-person youth group.  Building to be sanitized each 

time after more than three people in the building at any one time. 

• Phase 4, after two months of consecutive days of decreasing number of new cases and deaths in our area, allow 

no more than 50 people in worship, encourage high risk folks to worship online, continue one family per pew 

every other pew, face masks required for everyone who enters the building, limited singing, no passing the 

peace, no shaking hands, no children’s time up front, no passing an offering or communion plate, limited 

fellowship food with social distancing, limited in-person small group meetings, no Sunday school, no in-person 

youth group. 

• Phase 5, when a vaccine has been developed and provided to the whole population in our area, all in-person 

activities may resume, however online worship should be continued.   

 At Council’s direction, we are creating a QuaranTeam of church members who will begin discussing how to 

implement these various Phases as they approach.   Unfortunately, we are still in Phase 1 because we have not yet had 

even two consecutive days with numbers of new cases and deaths decreasing in our area.  I began following the Ottawa 

County Department of Health’s COVID-19 daily report on May 14.  In a two-week span from mid-May to the end of 

May, the numbers of new cases in Ottawa County increased by 320 people to a total of 787 by May 26.  Also the number 

of deaths increased by 8 to 36 deaths in those two weeks.  And lastly, the number of cases in the 49426 zip code 

increased by 9 to a total of 73 cases by May 26.  The majority of cases in Ottawa County are in Holland first, Grand 

Haven second, and the church zip code third which covers Hudsonville and Jamestown.  

 Yet allow me to offer some hope.  May 31st is the celebration of Pentecost, the day when the Spirit entered the 

home where the disciples were gathered after Jesus rose into the heavens.  The Spirit gifted each with tongues,which they 

interpreted as God inviting them to share the good news with all peoples and in a new way.  Friends, the church is being 

reshaped again, reformed even. We are offering worship in new ways, we are moving forward in new ways. Yes, we 
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will gather again when the time is right and we will celebrate on that day when this virus has been defeated. But until that 

day, know that God is with us now, God is still speaking, and God is calling us to continue to share the good news in new 

ways with our neighbors who desperately need to hear these words of comfort and hope in these difficult days.  

 So even though we yearn for normalcy, we will continue to press on together finding community in isolation.  We 

will continue to pray for all our local hospitals, medical teams, and first responders.  We will continue to pray for a 

vaccine and the end of this pandemic. We will continue to pray for all who are affected by the virus.  Thank you for 

continuing to support the church with your financial gifts. The mission and ministries of the church are ongoing.  

Together, we will continue to Be The Church. 

 

Pub Theology:  New schedule!  Contact the church office for consideration of all existential questions including, but 

not limited to, What is this Group and Where, When, and Why are they meeting? 

          Grand West Association Church of the Month:  Of our 27 UCC churches in our Grand West Association,  

this month we will pray for Sheridan Congregational UCC.  Let us remember Sheridan’s  mission and ministry in our 
prayers for June. 

2020 Craft Show:  It is with a heavy heart that we have voted to cancel the 2020 Craft Show due to the COVID 

Pandemic.   The number of people constraints are the number one reason we had to make this decision for this year.  
We know this is not what any of us wanted to hear, but we will continue to pray for an end to this pandemic and we will 
gear up for next year.  
P.S.  In the good news department, several vendors have secured their placement for our craft show in 2021!  

Direct Your Dollars: You can still help us earn money simply by shopping for groceries! We are collecting Family 

Fare and D&W receipts - once we have $150,000 in receipts, SpartanNash will donate $1,000 to the church. This money 
will go toward our building fund. Receipts can be given to Lisa Merchant (someday) or left at Welcome Center (when 
we’re back to live church again!). 
 

Please Pray 

Active Prayers:   Peace and Comfort to all who mourn 
Continual Prayers: Betty Baareman, Eva Blair, Eileen Cory, George Drayton, Joan Edson, Paul Kunde, 
Polly Lowing, Delores Wheelock  

 

We are saddened to share the news that long time member Del Giem has died. Del was a member for 50 years   

and his dynamic character will be missed. Due to the ongoing pandemic of the coronavirus, we will not be able   

to celebrate Del’s life in a traditional format in the church building. A small service for family only will be held. 

Please keep the Giem family in your prayers. 

                                                                                                                                                                             

JUNE CALENDAR:  The Short Form 

(please note that all dates are subject to change, because that’s how we roll) 
 

            June 7  -   Worship 10am online 

June 14 - Worship 10am online 

June 21 - Worship 10am online? 

June 25 --  Food Distribution 

June 28 - Worship 10am online? 

June 30 - Birthday dinner 5:30? 



THE LATEST AND GREATEST FROM YOUR MODERATOR! 
 

Grace and peace church family, 
  
I hope you are all staying healthy and well during this time. I know myself, and all of church leadership, are very much 
looking forward to being able to safely meet in person again. At this point we’re still not sure when that will be, but 
please know our driving force for all of these decisions is first and foremost the health and safety of all of us. We are 
working hard to make decisions based on the best data, expert recommendations, and relevant laws. It’s still too early to 
know when we’ll be able to safely re-open the doors, or what exactly that will look like, but we’re in the process of 
figuring all of that out with what’s been dubbed the “QuaranTeam”. There will definitely be more to follow, so stay 
tuned. 
 
Even while we aren’t able to meet together in person, the work of the church still continues. There’s obviously the 
service streamed over Facebook Live, but we’ve also continued working with Hand2Hand; our missions team is still 
supporting organizations doing great work in our community; facilities team is hard at work making sure our home is 
safe for us to return; finance has been deep in the details of funding; ONA continues exploring ways to continue our 
calling to celebrate all of God’s people; council has been very active in keeping everything rolling; Pub Theology has 
been meeting weekly to share life and dive into discussion; and even outside the church, members are taking the sermon 
messages to heart and finding creative ways to reach out and spread God’s love through their surroundings 
  
And lastly, and most importantly, thank you all of your generosity. It’s not an exaggeration to say that this could have 
been a disastrous situation for our church as we know it, but you have been faithful in giving what you can, even in 
uncertain times like these. It’s because of that faithfulness and generosity that we are still here today. So, thank you. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all in person again,   
Aron Duby,  Moderator 

 
P.S.  Just wanted to let everyone know that we have a shortcut URL to use for online giving now.  It's simply 
give.hudsonvilleucc.org so if you're planning online donations, please use that link.  (And thanks! We appreciate you!) 

 

THE LATEST AND GREATEST FROM YOUR MISSION TEAM! 

 
FEEDING AMERICA: Curbside distribution will take place on June 25th at the church.  Save the date as 
many volunteers will be needed.  Look for an upcoming email for details on how this will work. 

 

HAND2HAND: We at Hand2Hand have made our last delivery for this unusual school year.  I want to once 
again say thank you to the volunteers who made it all happen.  What a blessing you have been to these 
families.  Thank you too, to all the people who have volunteered and helped in so many ways during the school 
year so our program could make those deliveries to the lockers when school was in session.  That includes 
those of you who have supported our program through donations and prayers.  We couldn't have done it 
without your contributions.  At this point, we don't know what the fall will bring with school openings. I do 
know we will be ready to again help any and all children at South who are hungry and need our help.  Please 
pray for H2H families this summer and be ready to begin again with us in the fall.  We can't do it without 
YOU.  Have a safe and good summer.  Looking forward to seeing you again in Church someday soon.   

 Sandy 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CONGRATS!!!! 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADS:  Nick Carlson, Kiersen Korienek, Sydney Overbeek,  
Baylee Provance, Sam Wolters  
COLLEGE GRADS:  Jordyn Alexander 
 
P.S.  If I missed anyone, I humbly apologize.  Let me know for the next issue! 

CHURCH CONTACT 
Phone 616-669-1295    The Rev. Dan Furman and the Rev. Jeff Vedders 

Web Site: hudsonvilleucc.org    E-Mail hudsonvilleucc@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page for updates -- Follow us on Instagram @ hudsonville_ucc 
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Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
6/4     Paul Lidgard 6/21   Ginnie Bendert 6/1     Eric & Jan Thorsen 

6/8     Sue Dykstra 6/21   Tom Sikkema 6/1     Ed & Cindy Wolters 

6/8     Wanda Giem 6/25   Kathy Simmons 6/15   Chris & Betty Sikkema 

6/10   John Couturier 6/28   Ben Wolters 6/17   David & Ali Bendert 

6/11   Mark Perrin 6/29   Ben Borrego 6/20    Al & Jean Wooten 

6/12   Hunter Dirkse 6/30   Adam Lee 6/24   Dan & Katrina Furman 

6/13   Belinda Coronado  6/26   Roger & Darleen Behrens 

6/14   Isabel Borrego  6/26   Donovan & Denise Wass 

6/17   Ann Martin  6/29   Dan & Laura Korienek 

6/19   Pat Vieau  6/30   Terry & Eileen Slagter 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


