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    FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK – March 8 marks the one-year anniversary since we last worshipped 

together in the sanctuary.  Seems hard to believe but we all know the harsh realities of 2020 and we are all so very 
hopeful for the future.       

The numbers of daily new cases of Covid in Ottawa County continue to decline.  We have completed 
more than three weeks in a row now with daily new case numbers below 100 which is good news.  Last month, 
five church members were vaccinated.  Now, as far as I know, 26 church members have received at least the first 
dosage of the vaccine.  So this is good news.  Let us be hopeful that people continue to get vaccinated so that the 
daily new case numbers will continue to go down and stay down so that we may return to in-person worship when 
it is safe to do so.  As you will probably see in the Church Council report, the Council decided at the February 
meeting to wait one more month before talking about re-opening just to make sure things are continuing to 
improve.  We will be sure to be very vocal about when we plan to re-open for worship and rentals. 

We are continuing to receive visitors to our online worship services.  Some have expressed interest in 
joining the church!  We also have people watching almost every Sunday from Iowa, Traverse City, the U.P., Flint, 
and Florida. So we are still making a difference near and far even in these difficult times.  

Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support.                                       – Pastor Dan 

ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY!  The first Sunday in March is when we traditionally celebrate our church 

anniversary.  This year, we celebrate being a church for 144 years!!  Sadly, we will not be able to gather in person 
this year.  One part of our annual celebration is to recognize church members who have been active for 50 years 
or more. Their names will be read on Sunday, March 7, but we will also list them here because not everyone is 
able to view our worship services.  Let us share our thanksgiving for these servants for all their years of love and 
devotion to our church and because of their faith. 

 
Brenda Stilwill          - 50 years, joined in 1971 
Helen Emelander                   - 51 years, joined in 1970 
Wanda Giem          - 51 years, joined in 1970 
Lori Newenhouse         - 52 years, joined in 1969 
Joe Perrin          - 52 years, joined in 1969 
Howard and Alice Perrin       - 53 years, joined in 1968 
Betty Sikkema           - 54 years, joined in 1967 
Jim Thompson           - 56 years, joined in 1965 
Shirley Russell          – 57 years, joined in 1964 
Jeanne Haynor         – 58 years, joined in 1963 
Pat Hall          – 61 years, joined in 1960 
Chris Sikkema          – 61 years, joined in 1960 
Pat Thompson          – 61 years, joined in 1960 
Larry and Gloria Byle         – 63 years, joined in 1958 
Joan Edson          – 63 years, joined in 1958 
Joyce Hessler          – 69 years, joined in 1952 
Polly Lowing          – 75 years, joined in 1946 
 

Please Pray 

Active Prayers:   Judd Newenhouse, Kendra Simon and all affected by the coronavirus.   
Continual Prayers: Betty Baareman, George Drayton, Joan Edson, Paul Kunde, Delores Wheelock 
Please let the church office know either if you would not like to be listed here or if you would like to be listed 

here and are not.  Please keep all of these folks in your prayers 



COVID 19 Testing:  Covid testing has ended at the church.  Not as many people came to our location for 

tests as the testing agency had expected or hoped.  At their other locations in Holland, Grand Haven, and Grand 
Rapids they would test 100 people per day, but at our location they only tested 100 people per week.  We still 
receive about one phone call per day asking about testing so we know that people are still being exposed.  To that 
point, please remember to continue to wear a mask and to sign up for a vaccine when it is available to you so that 
we can curb the pandemic.  

Grand West Association Church of the Month:  Of our 27 UCC churches and agencies in our Grand 

West Association, this month we will pray for Bostwick Lake UCC, near Rockford.  Let us remember their 
mission and ministry in our prayers for March.  
 

MISSION NOTES: SAVE THE DATE.... March 24/25 will be our first food distribution dates for 2021.  

Many hands make light work as we prep for the distribution on Wednesday the 24th and then distribute to the 
community on Thursday.  More information to come! 

 
HAND2HAND:   Stopped by our pantry the other day, and it looked good, thanks to your 

generosity.  Then I reminded myself how quickly it empties out when we provide 8 to 10 
items for 47 children each delivery.  So please keep thinking about the children we help and 
watch for sales on things we can use. If everyone donated just 2 or 3 items, it would make  a 

big difference on our shelves.  We can always use the basics (peanut butter, tuna and chicken cans, cream soups, 
and rice and noodle package meals).  For the month of March we are focusing on getting  Spaghetti O's with meat 
type cans, kid friendly soups, and fruit snacks (real fruit or gummy treats).  Please keep praying for our children,  
and  thanks for your donations.  The blue bucket remains outside the back doors. 
 
On another note:    Holland Rescue Mission has many programs helping people in need throughout this area, 
including the homeless. They  have a men's and a women's shelter and a thrift store to support these programs.  
Our Church supports their efforts through our Mission Board budget.  During this past frigid spell, we also 
donated warm outerwear to be distributed to the homeless.  Thank you so much to those who brought in new and 
gently used items for this collection.  They were warmly received and used!  If you are interested in supporting 
their mission in the future, please go to their website where you will find more information about what they do, 
lists of items they need, volunteer opportunities, and other ways you can help.  Thank you for remembering those 
among us who are in need of our support and help. 
 

                   --Sandy Lyon and Your Mission Board 
 

TREASURY UPDATE  
 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for your continued support. We finished the year in a strong financial position and your 

continued generosity throughout the beginning of this year has helped us to remain in a strong position. As 
always, the end of each quarter requires us to pay an additional $13,000 to cover the principal payment for the 
mortgage. If you are able, extra gifts are especially useful during the month of March. Together we are able to do 
incredible things - and together we are slowly paying this debt away. Thank you for giving as you are able to help 
us remain as a light in our community.  
Ever grateful, 
David Bendert,  HUCC Treasurer 

 

HELP WANTED!!!  Opportunities available on the following teams:  Christian Ed, Finance, Worship, 

Congregational Activities, Tech.  Find your fit and join the team!  Contact the church office for info. 



 

MARCH ADULT DISCIPLESHIP:  Last month we completed our book study on Jim Antal’s book Climate 

Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work for Change. Over the past several weeks our group has 
discussed what it means as a people of faith to be good stewards of our planet. Climate Change is a complicated 
topic and it may seem overwhelming at times to know where to begin. However, it is a justice issue that impacts 
and intensifies all forms of injustice, including hunger, poverty, inequality, immigration, and racism. As the 
church we are called to love our neighbors as we love ourselves, putting the needs of others before our own – not 
just our current neighbors, but the generations of neighbors that will come after us. One of the ways we can do 
this is to bear witness to God’s creation through making individual choices that protect the environment and to 
collectively speak out to government and corporate decision-makers encouraging them to make sustainable 
policies and products. 
 We are currently in the season of Lent, which is a  40-day period (not counting Sundays) of spiritual 
reflection and preparation for Easter. Many Christians often fast or give something up during this time to reflect 
on Christ’s sacrifice. This year we are inviting you to consider building time in for prayer and reflection. To assist 
you with this we will be providing various methods that go beyond traditional devotional studies to help you 
connect to and grow in your relationship with God. They are being distributed each week through our email 
newsletter. For February we have provided practices that include spending time with God through nature and by 
caring for others. Please contact Pastor Jef if you have any questions or if you would like to receive printed 
copies. 

 

HEY KIDS!  We’re MARCH-ing back to Sunday School starting the first Sunday in March!  In fact, we’re 

ZOOM-ing!  All kids through 5th grade are welcome. We’ll meet at 9:30 on Sunday mornings before the service. I 
will be emailing information shortly, but if you’re interested and don’t hear from me, please contact me, Ruth 
Lee, at gumby43@sbcglobal.net.  Please note that setting up a Zoom meeting will be a new experience for me, so 
the first Sunday’s lesson might be on patience… 
 

HEY YOUTH!  The intrepid Aron Duby has volunteered to be your fearless Youth Group leader.  Having 

survived (barely) a first gathering that involved sledding at Charlie’s Dump, he is planning yet another adventure 
for March.  Stay tuned on the church facebook page or website, or contact the church for more details. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
SHHHHHH….Polly Lowing will celebrate her 95th birthday on MARCH 17.  Her family thinks it would be 

nice if the Church Family could send birthday cards to her (as a surprise).  She can see well enough to be able 

to read them and would enjoy them. Let’s all help this lovely lady celebrate 95 years and more to come! 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
Kendra Simon     3/2 Alona Dulaney   3/12 3/12     Howard & Alice Perrin 

Denise Fisher     3/2 Brecken Fitton   3/14 3/13     Duane & Cathy Hogle 

Deb DeVries     3/7 Tom De Young   3/15 3/28     Mike & Sue Dykstra 

Mary Kleinheksel     3/7 Derek Leshan   3/15  

Bradyn Sikkema     3/7 Polly Lowing   3/17  

Andrea Fitton   3/10 Elliot Wass     3/22  

Karen Keip   3/10 Kevin Bayko     3/24  

Jim Simon   3/11 Al Wooton     3/30  



 

MARCH CALENDAR:  The Short-ish Form 

 
3/2    - Mission Team Meeting 6:30 

3/7    - Worship 10am online:  Anniversary Sunday  

3/14  - Worship 10am online  (Virtual Council Meeting-- BYO virtual coffee.) 

3/21  - Worship 10 am online  -- should know 3/14 whether in person is possible.  Stay tuned. 

3/24  -  Possible set-up for TEFAP food distribution.  Mission Team will decide 3/2. 

3/25  -  Possible drive-thru food distribution (see note above) 

3/28  - Worship 10am:  Palm Sunday –keep staying tuned to find out where this is happening! 

 

• You can view all previous services online at facebook.com/hudsonvilleucc/live. 

• You can also find services and Sunday School lessons at https://www.hudsonvilleucc.org 
 

 

CHURCH CONTACT 
Phone 616-669-1295    The Rev. Dan Furman and the Rev. Jeff Vedders 

Web Site: hudsonvilleucc.org    E-Mail hudsonvilleucc@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page for updates -- Follow us on Instagram @ hudsonville_ucc 
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