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  FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK – 
     Greetings.  As I write these words it has been seven weeks since we have last gathered as a church for public 
worship.  The entire month of April and three weeks in March have all been conducted online.  The worship services are 
streamed live on the Facebook page, then shared to the Facebook group and the church website.  Both Ali Bendert and 
Bob Ruddy have been sharing their musical gifts with us on our Facebook page from time to time.  It has been interesting 
to watch society make these grand changes to isolation, masks, and online meetings. It has also been stressful.  And as I 
mentioned in my sermon on April 26, I really miss all of you.  I miss seeing your faces in the pews, sharing the front of 
the church with our musicians and children, our wonderful meals, and our shared praise in worship.  We are continuing 

to follow the Governor’s Stay Home and Stay Safe policy through May 15 at least.  We will know by mid-month 
what her plans are after that.   
     Sadly, for me, I have made the difficult decision to not take my planned and Council-approved sabbatical this 
summer.  I had been planning to travel to America’s South to travel the paths of our civil rights leaders, to Washington 
DC to learn more, and to trace the Trail of Tears in the hopes of learning more about African and Native Americans to 
help our church expand our Open and Affirming identity to more readily embrace race.  But due to the uncertainties of 
the coronavirus and due to the fact that I do not feel it is right for me to leave my flock in the middle of a pandemic, I 
have decided to postpone my sabbatical until the summer of 2021.   
     And so we will continue to press on together finding community in isolation.  We will continue on as a church as the 
trees and our lawns turn green, as the weather warms.  We will continue to pray for all our local hospitals, medical teams, 
and first responders.  We will continue to pray for a vaccine and the end of this pandemic. We will continue to pray for 
all who are affected by the virus.  Thank you for continuing to support the church with your financial gifts. The mission 
and ministries of the church are ongoing.  Together, we will continue to Be The Church. 
 
Mission:  Our Hand2Hand mission program continues even though food is no longer being delivered to the schools, 
instead it is being delivered directly to people’s homes.  As you may recall, we had been having food drives in worship: 
Peanut Butter Sunday or Cake mix Sunday.  A portion of your donations to the church go to missions each month and 
this helps us support Hand2Hand as well as nearly 20 other local agencies.   
In April, we also distributed the diapers that had been donated in our Nestlings container in the Commons.  If you would 
like to donate more diapers, Nestlings tell us they are in need of sizes 4, 5, and 6.  Please contact the church office to find 
out when you can safely drop off any donations.  
 

Pub Theology:  In April, the Pub Theology group decided to begin meeting weekly rather than monthly.  We are now 
meeting by Zoom on Wednesday evenings at 7pm.  If you would like to participate, contact the church office and we will 
get you connected.  
 
Open and Affirming Anniversary!!!  Sunday, May 17 is our 3rd anniversary of becoming an Open and Affirming 
church!  Since then we have gained many new families, we have participated in local school board meetings from 
Hudsonville to Allendale to show support for LGBTQ students, we have opened our doors to the Hudsonville High 
School Acceptance Club, we held a mini-Pride event, we have participated in two Holland Pride events, and we have 
started the non-profit, non-religious affiliated LGBTQ youth center the Ottawa Area Center For Pride.  Though we do 
not know if we will be worshipping together or online on May 17, it is still a day to celebrate our achievements and to 
look forward to a bright future as we continue to welcome and affirm everyone who reflects God’s image.  

           
          Grand West Association Church of the Month:  Of our 27 UCC churches in our Grand West Association,  

this month we will pray for Shelby Congregational UCC.  Let us remember Shelby’s  mission and ministry in our 
prayers for May.   



THE LATEST AND GREATEST FROM YOUR MISSION TEAM! 

 
NOISY SUNDAY:  May is another noisy Sunday month.  Although we are not currently having services on Sunday, 

keep saving that change!  Hopefully we will be able to worship together at the end of the month but if not, you can send 
your donations into the church. 

FEEDING AMERICA: Save the date! Currently scheduled for June 25th.  More details later as we navigate where 

we are with the stay at home orders. 

HAND2HAND: Our continued delivery of food bags to our Hand2Hand children from South Elementary is going well 

thanks to your support of the program and the volunteers who do the behind the scenes work and delivering.  I want to 
share with you how your kindness and commitment to this program is being appreciated by sharing the comments that I 
have been receiving from the parents of the children.  "Thank you for reaching out.  We would love a drop off."  "This 
would be great. Thank you"   "God bless you"  "Thank you guys so much" "Just want to thank you and all staff for all the 
support that you give to my child."  and many more "Thanks" and  "Thank you's"  We will be delivering for 2 more 
weeks and then taking some time off for the summer.  Our pantry is empty.  As fall approaches we will be looking again 
for your donations and help as we fill the pantry for another school year. 
DIRECT YOUR DOLLARS: You can still help us earn money simply by shopping for groceries! We are collecting 

Family Fare and D&W receipts - once we have $150,000 in receipts, SpartanNash will donate $1,000 to the church. This 
money will go toward our building fund. Receipts can be given to Lisa Merchant or left at Welcome Center when we’re 
back to live church again! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Please Pray 

Active Prayers:   Del Giem 
Continual Prayers: Betty Baareman, Eva Blair, Eileen Cory, George Drayton, Joan Edson, Paul Kunde, 
Polly Lowing, Delores Wheelock  

              
**Please let the church office know if you would like to be on (or off) this list.  

Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 
5/1     Evan Vedders 5/18   Tom Vruggink 5/12   Joe & Kim Perrin 

5/2     Brock Kleinheksel 5/19   Clayton Hill 5/17   Gary & Kathy Simmons 

5/3     Jackson Leshan 5/22   Matt Ferguson 5/20   Chris & Ann Winkle 

5/4     Aron Duby 5/23   Lisa Merchant 5/31   Jim & Kendra Simon 

5/7     Kim Kotowski 5/24   Larry Byle  

5/10   Troy Overbeek 5/24   Cindy Vedders  

5/12   Kate Carlson 5/28   Alec Vieau  

5/12   Katrina Furman 5/30   Nancy Mack  

5/13   Zach Overbeek 5/30   Brittany Kleinheksel  

5/13   Susan VorenKamp   

5/15   Eileen Cory   



A NOTE FROM YOUR FINANCE TEAM:  

     I wanted to take a moment to acknowledge that many of our personal finance situations are changing as we 
see unprecedented levels of unemployment. Further, many people who are still working are faced with doing 
so at reduced salaries. We are here to walk with you through these uncertain times. If you have a need - please 
reach out to us. We would love to help if we are able, or at the very least share in your grief with prayer.  
Everyone in our church is so generous with gifts of time, friendliness, and money. Just as you have been there 
to support us we want to be able to support you as well.  
     That being said, I can't thank you enough for the generosity and support you all have shared with us during 
these uncertain times. Though we cannot be together in person, we have come together as a church to make 
sure our ministry stays strong during this isolated period and will continue stronger than ever after we are able 
to meet in person. Giving is down slightly from last year but has far exceeded my expectations during this time 
of online gatherings. In addition to many people maintaining their regular gifts, we have received gifts from 
old friends we have not seen in a while and new friends who have only interacted with us online.  
     While we have been blessed in many ways over the last two months, I wanted to share two of the very 
special ways we have seen blessing - both related to our church finances. Our relationship with West Michigan 
Community Bank has yielded rewards as they first allowed us to defer principle and interest payments on our 
mortgage for three months starting in March and ending in May. This change delays payments of $32,000  to 
the end of our loan period. Secondly, the bank worked with us to secure a forgivable loan through the Payroll 
Protection Program that will provide $20,000 to cover two months of payroll and utility expenses. These two 
blessings allow us to use the gifts we receive in two very important ways: paying old bills and saving for future 
payments. It is important to remember that this windfall, while substantial, is short-lived. Your continued 
support is important and will allow us to be in the best position moving forward.  
     I look forward to the day when this is all over and we will be able to come together to celebrate the gifts we 
have and the gifts that you have shared with us. 
 
Blessings and Love, David Bendert, treasurer 

 
P.S.  Just wanted to let everyone know that we have a shortcut URL to use for online giving now.  It's simply 
give.hudsonvilleucc.org so if you're pushing online donations use that link.   
 
Thank you, Aron Duby, Moderator 

 

 

THE MERRY MONTH OF MAY:  The Short Form 

(please note that all dates are subject to change, but then, isn’t that life in a nutshell?) 

 
           May 3 -   Worship 10am online 

May 6 -   Pub Theology online 
May 10 - Worship 10am online 
May 13 - Pub Theology online 
May 17 - Worship 10am online? 
May 20 - Pub Theology online? 
May 24 - Worship 10am online? 
May 26 - Birthday dinner 5:30? 
May 27 - Pub Theology online? 
May 31 - Worship 10am online? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH CONTACT 
Phone 616-669-1295    The Rev. Dan Furman and the Rev. Jeff Vedders 

Web Site: hudsonvilleucc.org    E-Mail hudsonvilleucc@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page for updates -- Follow us on Instagram @ hudsonville_ucc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hudsonville Congregational UCC                                                                                                                                                               
4950 32nd Ave.  

             Hudsonville, MI 49426                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


